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“The Americans have found the healing of God in a variety of things, the most pleasant 
of which is probably automobile drives.”  

William Saroyan   
 
Two weeks ago I found myself driving nearly 700 miles roundtrip to attend the 
University of Maryland vs. West Virginia University football game in Morgantown on 
Saturday and then driving to Baltimore on that Sunday to watch my beloved Ravens 
play the Bengals. While both games ended in a disappointing loss, spending time with 
my cousins at the UM/WVU game and then spending time with one of my best friends 
and his family at the Ravens game made any frustration I may have felt, dissipate 
amidst the joy of laughter and the bonds of family and friendship. What’s more, as I 
drove home that Sunday, I was struck by the vibrant signs of autumn as I passed 
through the countryside which reminded me of the many gifts of God’s love. Amidst this 
scenic beauty, I realized that neither the losses nor the miles traveled could diminish the 
memorable part of this brief journey - time well spent with family and friends. 
 
While driving those many miles, I recalled a story that I read about the Biloxi Shuckers, 
a minor league baseball team who had experienced their own version of a summer road 
trip. On April 15th, the Shuckers set out on a 58-day, 54-game, 8-city, 2,800 mile 
odyssey traveling across the south in an old coach bus. Due to a string of financial and 
political issues that had affected the opening of their new home field, the Shuckers who 
had just relocated to Biloxi, Mississippi were forced to start their inaugural season on an 
epic road trip that the players would not soon forget. The road trip began to be viewed 
not as a nightmare, but rather, a ‘once-in-a-lifetime happening’. Life is interesting that 
way.  Sometimes the most scenic roads in life are the detours that we didn't plan to take. 
 
In reflecting on the many challenges that the players on the Shuckers team must have 
experienced while on their marathon of a road trip, I couldn’t help but consider the 
unplanned, yet courageous journey of those who battle cancer. Survivors, along with 
those whose memory lives on, are all celebrated by family and friends during the annual 
Relay for Life event. While this year’s event was cancelled due to threatening storms, 
foul weather is unable to diminish the courageous journey that is faced by all those who 
have been affected by cancer and all those who work tirelessly to save lives through 
cancer research causes. This year’s SFdS Relay for Life team, the Super Penguins, 
arranged countless fundraising events such as lemonade stands, car washes, dime 
collections and the “purple potty” project, all in support of the cause. In fact, our team’s 
efforts raised over $6000 for cancer research and dedicated their fundraising season to 
our former Math teacher, Suzanne Middleton who passed away early this summer. I am 
so proud of the 20+ families who proudly represented our school as part of the Super 
Penguins team. As well, I am grateful for our team “coach”, Angie McLaughlin and all of 
her creative and organizational leadership. Well-done Super Penguins! 
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